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not only has not put the Lahore resolution out of shape and mutilated
it, but has given it substance and form.
Indeed in view of your dislike of the Rajaji formula, I have, at
any rate for the moment, put it out of my mind and I am now con-
centrating 011 the Lahore resolution in the hope of finding a ground for
mutual agreement.
So much for the first paragraph of your letter.
As to the second, I do hold that unless we oust the third party we
shall not be able to live at peace with one another. That does not mean
that I may not make an effort to find ways and means of establishing
a living peace between us.
You ask for my conception of the basis for a provisional interim
government. I would have told you if I had any scheme in mind.
I imagine that if we two can agree, it would be for us to consult
the other parties. I can say this, that any provisional govern-
ment to inspire confidence at the present moment must represent
all parties. When that moment arrives I shall have been replaced
by same authoritative person, though you will have me always at
your beck and call when you have converted me, or I you, or by
mutual conversion we have become one mind functioning through
two bodies,
As to the third point, the provisional government being the
aiaopinting authority, will give effect to the findings of the commission*
This, I thought, was implied in my previous answer.
Rajaji tells me that ' absolute majority' is used in his formula in
the same sense as it is used in ordinary legal parlance wherever more
than two groups are dealt with. I cling to my own answer. But you
will perhaps suggest a third meaning and persuade me to accept it.
The form of the plebiscite and franchise must be left to be decided
by the provisional interim government unless we decide it now, I
should say at should be by adult suffrage of all the inhabitants of the
Pakistan area.
As to fourth, " all parties " means you and I and every one else
holding views on the question at issue will, and should, seek by peaceful
persuasion to influence public opinion as is done where democracy func-
tions wholly or in part.
As to fifth, supposing that the result of the plebiscite is in favour
of partition, the provisional government will draft the treaty and
agreements as regards the administration of matters of common inter-
est, but the same has to be confirmed and ratified by the governments of
tiie two States. The machinery required for the settlement and adminis-
tration of matters of common interest will in the first instance be
planned by the interim government, but subsequently will be a matter